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Ray Smith     Jeff Stien 

General Manager    Senior Economic Development & Tourism Advisor 

Bland Shire Council    Bland Shire Council 

PO Box 21     PO Box 21 

WEST WYALONG  NSW  2671  WEST WYALONG  NSW  2671 

 

7 July 2015 

 

Alex O’Mara 

The Executive Director 

Resources & Industry Policy 

NSW Department of Planning & Environment 

GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001 

 

Dear Mr O’Mara 

 

Bland Shire Council (BSC) welcomes the opportunity to provide comments on the Integrated 

Mining Policy (IMP) as the mining industry makes a significant contribution to the economic 

prosperity of NSW, particularly in regional areas.  BSC supports the following IMP aims and 

objectives: 

 

 The IMP aims to reduce duplication and improve the efficiency of assessment and regulation of 

State significant mining developments. 

 The policies and guidelines developed as part of the IMP will improve transparency, 

consistency and accountability for assessment decisions. 

 Document and clarify Government requirements for the mining assessment process. 

 Improve coordination and cooperation between government agencies so that matters can be 

considered at the same time. 

 Reduce duplication between the three key mining approvals (development approvals, mining 

leases and environment protection licences). 

 For the community, the IMP will provide clearer and more consistent rules governing the 

assessment and regulation of mining. 

 For industry, it will reduce duplication and unnecessary red tape by clarifying regulatory 

obligations and approval requirements. 

 

Bland Shire Council would like to see the appropriate balance of economic, environmental and 

community factors taken into account during the assessment process. 

 

Background 

 

The Bland Shire was proclaimed on 6 March 1906.  The Bland Shire, West Wyalong is centrally 

located in regional New South Wales and has a population of 5,865 and covers an area of 8,558 

square kilometres.   Towns and villages in the Bland Shire include West Wyalong, Wyalong, 

Barmedman, Mirrool, Naradhan, Tallimba, Kikiora, Ungarie and Weethalle. 
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The Bland Shire and West Wyalong central location 

 

 
The Bland Shire 

 

The Bland Shire is surrounded by the Shires of Lachlan, Forbes, Weddin, Young, Temora, 

Coolamon, Narrandera and Carrathool.   

 

The Bland Shire’s history is deeply engrained in agriculture, mining and gold production which 

continues through to today.  The Barrick Cowal Gold Mine commenced construction in 2004 with 

gold production in 2006 and in 2014, Barrick Cowal produced 268,000 ounces of gold. 

 

The Bland Shire is one of New South Wales largest cereal-growing areas producing wheat, barley, 

oats, triticale, cereal rye, chickpeas, field peas, lupins, canola and sorghum.  

 

Eucalyptus oil production started in 1907 and the West Wyalong area has became one of the major 

world exporters of Eucalyptus oil in Australia. 
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Mining in the Bland Shire 

 

The Bland Shire is located in the Lachlan Orogen.   The Lachlan Orogen is a broad orogenic belt 

that records Cambrian to the Carboniferous convergence between the Australian craton and the 

proto-Pacific Ocean. It is not a collisional orogenic belt.  The Macquarie Arc hosts world class 

porphyry Cu-Au deposits in the Cadia valley and Northparkes districts. Smaller deposits occur at 

Cargo and Copper Hill. Structurally controlled Au-Cu occurs at Cowal.  

 

 
 

 

Gold was discovered in the Bland Shire in 1893 and by the end of 1894 there were 300 mining 

claims registered.  Gold mining continued until the 1920’s and in 2004 the Canadian Barrick Gold 

Corporation  started to build the Barrick Cowl Gold mine, with production commencing in 2006 

and in 2014 produced 268,000 ounces of gold.  In 2015 the Barrick Gold Corporation sold the 

Barrick Cowal Gold mine to Evolution Mining.   

 

In 2015 the following mineral exploration titles and applications were current in the Bland Shire: 

 

 About 20km ENE of West Wyalong – Sandfire Resources NL 

 About 29 km NE of West Wyalong -  Barrick (Cowal) Limited 

 About 33 km ENE of West Wyalong – Newcrest Operations Limited 

 About 43 km ESE of West Wyalong – Templar Resources Pty Ltd 

 About 35 km W of West Wyalong – Walsh, Denis Michael 

 About 10 km SE of West Wyalong – Golden Cross Operations Pty Ltd 

 About 25 km ENE of West Wyalong – Gold Fields Australasia Pty Ltd 
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 About 40 km ENE of West Wyalong – Newcrest Operations Limited 

 About 28 km SE of West Wyalong – Rimfire Australia Pty Ltd 

 About 11 km N of West Wyalong – Coolan Yard Pty Limited 

 About 40 km W of West Wyalong - Hughes, Christopher John 

 About 34 km NE of West Wyalong – Barrick (Cowal) Limited 

 About 54 km W of West Wyalong – Elliot, John Douglas 

 About 42 km E of West Wyalong – Sandfire Resources NL 

 About 11 km E of West Wyalong – Golden Cross Operation Pty Ltd 

 About 36 km ESE of West Wyalong – Sandfire Resources NL 

 About 21 km E of West Wyalong – St Barbara Limited 

 About 40 km WNW of West Wyalong – Hughes, Christopher John 

 About 7 km ESE of West Wyalong – Sandfire Resources NL 

 About 41 km NE of West Wyalong – Clancy Exploration Limited 

 About 44 km ENE of West Wyalong – Sandfire Resources NL 

 

Source:  http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-

approvals/current-titles-reports,-applications-and-services/title-status-reports  

 

Alluvial tin was also worked in the Bland Shire from 1960-1970’s. 

 

Resources for Regions 

 

The mining industry makes a significant contribution to the economic prosperity of NSW, 

particularly in regional areas.  Mining activity can place additional stress on local infrastructure, 

particularly roads, bridges and community related infrastructure.  In 2011, the NSW Government 

commenced the Resources for Regions policy, the first stage of which was to conduct an Economic 

Assessment of Mining Affected Communities. The 2011 assessment led to allocations of $10 

million to local infrastructure projects in the Muswellbrook and Singleton Local Government Areas 

(LGAs) in the NSW Government’s 2012-13 Budget. 

 

The 2011 Economic Assessment of Mining Affected Communities assessment table on page five 

indicated that the Bland Shire was in Tier 2 and the 2012-13 Economic Assessment of Mining 

Affected Communities assessment table on page six had the Bland Shire slipping to Tier 3. 

 

With the amount of mining activity that has, is and may occur in the Bland Shire, the Bland Shire 

Council would like to see the Resources for Regions policy continued and enhanced and to include 

the Bland Shire.     

 

 

http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-titles-reports,-applications-and-services/title-status-reports
http://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/applications-and-approvals/current-titles-reports,-applications-and-services/title-status-reports
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Once again Bland Shire Council thanks you for the opportunity to provide comments on the IMP 

and should you require additional information then please do not hesitate to contact either Ray 

Smith on (02) 6972 2266 or rsmith@blandshire.nsw.gov.au or Jeff Stien on (02) 6979 0244 or 

jstien@blandshire.nsw.gov.au.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 

Ray Smith     Jeff Stien 

General Manager    Senior Economic Development & Tourism Advisor 
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